
 

A Message From our New President — Pamela Vlach 

All of our Committees are carrying out the work of the LWVML and have been planning for our upcoming 

year. Supporting the work of our Committees is my priority for 2021/22.  

I am asking our Committee Chairs to write a brief summary of each meeting and if input is needed, to 

request suggestions from the membership at large and 

to continue to extend an open invitation to attend a 

meeting or join a Committee. 

I’m encouraging more collaboration between Committees 

to generate creativity and spread out the work load. 

I’m promoting the development of cross training programs 

for the different positions within the Committees to 

make it easier for folks to get up to speed and transition 

over time. 

I’m encouraging us to hold a fundraiser supporting our Pro-

gram of Study, Homelessness, which will educate our 

community on this critical issue and provide us with an 

excellent opportunity for outreach.  

I’m proposing at least two of our members be trained as 

moderators for our future Candidate Forums, ensuring 

better participant behavior and fairer debate.                                                                                                                        

I want to expand the Mission of the League. Every member 

needs to take  the initiative in seeking out potential new 

members and providing a full understanding of the 

League’s Vision, Values, Goals, and the Work that is car-

ried out.  Most importantly, we all need to walk the talk 

of non-partisanship. 

Finally, I want to foster an organization where each member 

and every person we come in contact with feels valued, 

respected, included, and encouraged to participate in 

what we hold so dear, creating a more perfect democracy.  

Left to right:  Our League’s first President Patricia 

Cherry, New President Pam Vlach and immediate 

Past President Leonides Russell at the June Board 

Meeting. 



Committees, where the real work of the League happens! 

Membership Committee: 

Don’t know how to get involved? Don’t know what the League does?  Then contact someone from the Membership Team and we 

will help, or better yet join us for at least one meeting to get answers to YOUR questions.  Our Team welcomes New Members. We 

find a balance of seasoned and new members makes for a GREAT team. Think about joining us. We meet on the Second Thursday 

of the month from 2 to 4 in my art studio in East Sonora.  The following duties fall under Membership:  Roster, Care, Cheer, Hospi-

tality, New Member Orientation, Welcoming, Retention and Recruitment.  Current members are:  Patti Cherry (Chair), Ellen Beck, 

Cris Barsanti , Janis Ossa, Maureen Kelley, Sue Osborn, Suzanne Sachs, Trudy Craig, Patricia Horthuis. Allen Silver and Kara Bechtle.  

The Membership Team wants you to think of us as your go to place to get answers, find out what volunteer opportunities are 

available and how you might best fit in. It’s also a good place to go if you have something you might like to see more or less of, we 

always want to hear your ideas. We pay attention to YOUR needs. We are here to be of service to our members; whatever that 

means to you.  Our goal is to ensure our members get value from their membership and we are here to help.  We can’t help if You 

don’t ask, or tell as the case may be. 

Our Care Calls are ending as we will once again start meeting in person. Thanks to Ellen Beck for organizing this effort and to all the 

people who made those calls. Our membership increased by a handful, but the best news was we retained membership during the 

Time of COVID. It’s been said the Care Calls were the glue that held us all together. I don’t really know about that, but I know we 

made calls to every member almost every month since April 2020.   

Our Team will now turn to doing more outreach. There will be many opportunities to connect with other groups. Our goal is to 

increase the diversity of our League in every meaning of the word. Our members are our best cheerleaders and we have found 

many people are just waiting to be asked to join or to volunteer. This is going to open up a variety of “Meet and Greet” Opportuni-

ties.  

We are going to arrange for a group photo. I hope you will all look for our email invitation to be in it.  We are thinking of a group 

shot on the steps of the Dome or maybe the Courthouse.  It would be amazing if we got all 86 members to show up.  Stay tuned, 

we want you to be in that photo.   

Leonides Russell now has the best job in the LWVML; that of Past President. She did an amazing job of keeping it all together in  

Zoom Time. Thank you Leonides, you rose to the occasion and kept us going.  

Now our team is looking forward to working with this year’s President, Pam Vlach. Check out the calendar on the Web site and buy 

some roller skates while you are at it, we will be moving fast. As Pam said at a recent meeting, “Let’s give our members opportuni-

ties and reasons to say YES.”   

A more detailed list of all we are doing is available on our website. We hope all our members will become good friends with our 
website: WWW.LWVML.org. 

 

Publicity Committee: 

Our name is pretty self explanatory, our job is to make sure our community knows about all the great work our League is doing and 

how they can get involved.  We want everyone to know how we are Defending and Promoting Democracy locally.  Recently we 

submitted an article to the Union Democrat on the League’s Annual Meeting and the creation of the Homeless Study Committee 

with a photo of our current Board members that Allen Silver took at our first in person Board meeting since February 2020. The 

article addresses the election of our 2021-22 leadership and the expansion of our activities to include issue studies such as Home-

less.  

The activity of the Publicity Committee will be picking up shortly with Governor Newsom’s recall and the supervisors’ elections. 

The Committee will also have a lot of work to do once there is a decision on our fund-raising event to be held late this year or early 

in 2022.  If you would be interested in joining this important Committee, especially if you are creative, think outside the box and 

have writing, photography and/or general PR skills, please contact Sue Osborne at:  suerothosborn@gmail.com or 209-532-6662 or 

about:blank


Committees continued - 

Program Committee:  

We have a Study Committee!  A Committee to look at Homelessness and Housing in our counties has had its 
first meeting.  Co-Chairs are Deborah Rei and Trudy Craig.  We had 9 LWV members at the first meeting, plus 
2 homeless people, unofficially (they were sitting at a table near us in the park).  This important work has be-
gun, and a 2nd meeting is set for Thursday, July 22 at 1:00pm at Woods Creek Rotary Park in Sonora, please 
come and join us.   

While we are emphasizing this new project, there are other issues we can and should be advocating for.  The 
Observer Corps helps us stay up on local issues that come up at the Board of Supervisors and City Council 
meetings.  As League members, we all could (and should) be keeping up with political doings.  You can sign 
up to receive alerts from state LWVC (my.lwvc.org), or national LWV (lwv.org).  You can also follow our local, 
state, and national representatives.  They want (and need) to hear from you. 

 

Communications Committee:  

With the addition of two newer, more technically savvy members to our Committee, Janet Telford and 

Dorene Hensler, we now have dedicated people maintaining up-to-date distribution lists, calendar posts and 

members only roster information. This is a great help to Committee chair, Nan Fuller, as these essential tasks 

were taken care of while she was on a three-month friends and family tour across the continent and back in 

the Baby Bubble Travel Trailer (yes, new grandchildren were involved). Thank you, ladies, for your great 

work! 

Now that we’re back at full staffing, we’ll be spending the next couple months looking at how our roles will 

change as we become our own League.  We are working on better ways to communicate, both externally and 

internally. High on our priority list is improving our website, getting our Facebook page back online, and de-

veloping ways to better collaborate with other Committees and chairs. The recent additions of a Homeless-

ness Study group, Newsletter and Publicity chairs also have opened up a lot of new avenues for communica-

tion and outreach to our community, and we’re anxious to provide any assistance we can in making these 

projects as successful as possible.  

A huge benefit to becoming our own League (and a qualified non-profit) is that we’ll be eligible for a basic 

Google Workspace at no charge. This workspace will allow us to access more integrated versions of the famil-

iar Google apps and services we’re already using, such as email, calendar and GDrive, but at a more powerful 

and integrated level. For example, our officers and chairs will have their own personal email addresses and 

workspaces AND we can fundraise with a DONATE button online. Over the next couple months, we’ll be plan-

ning how to transition to the new workspace and coordinating those plans with the Board and Committee 

chairs.  

We would love some help in any of the efforts mentioned above. If you’re good with words, pictures, crea-

tive, organized, or just a good communicator, we need you! Technical skills are not required, and we can al-

ways team you up with a more technical person as needed.  

Please contact Nan Fuller at info.lwvml@gmail.com or 760-208-8196 if you would like to learn more about 
our plans or opportunities to contribute.  Thank you! 

https://lwvc.org/
https://www.lwv.org/
about:blank


Committees continued - 

Voter Services Committee:  

The Voter Services Committee met via Zoom on June 21st.  Observer Corps continues to follow both the Tu-

olumne County Board of Supervisors and Sonora City Council meetings.  You can read about their goings on 

in the June Observer Corps Report which will be sent to members separately and posted on our website . The 

Committee is working on several projects right now.  We are preparing a Vote By Mail information presenta-

tion to clarify the processing of ballots in Tuolumne County and California.  A small Committee will be work-

ing on creating our LWVML Candidates Forum Guidelines in preparation for the 2022 election cycle.  The Re-

call Election is coming up in September and we will be presenting information to voters on navigating the 

somewhat confusing and lengthy Recall Ballot. 

Anyone interested in participating in Voter Services activities please contact Jane Braga, Voter Services Chair, 

at:   jbraga49@gmail.com  or 209-533-3839. 

Do you like movies and lively discussion?  If so, join our Film Discussion Group. 
The group met via ZOOM on Thursday, June 24th to discuss the documentary, “The Definition of Insanity”. It 

was an insightful film about a highly-successful program in Dade County Florida that diverts mentally ill indi-

viduals to the appropriate country resources instead of using the justice system as a pipeline to incarcera-

tion. Many counties from all over the country have visited the program and it is serving as a model to reduce 

our imprisoned population and dramatically reduce recidivism. We highly recommend this film to anyone 

interested in criminal justice reform. You can find it at https://www.pbs.org/video/the-definition-of-insanity-

7egjih/     We are soliciting recommendations for a film on Homelessness for this month. Please contact Nan 

Fuller at info.lwvml@gmail.com if you have any suggestions for films or are interested in attending a discus-

sion.  We meet on the 4th Thursday of the month via Zoom at 7 pm. 

First in person Board Meeting 

since February of 2020.  Old and 

new members met on June 28th at 

Indigeny for a peaceful transition 

of power to the new Board Offic-

ers. 

Back row left to right:  Leonides 

Russell, immediate past President; 

Pam Vlach, 2021/22 President; 

Brenda McHenry, Program Com-

mittee Chair; Allen Silver, past Vice 

President; Cris Barsanti, 2021/22 

Treasurer 

Front row left to right:  Sue Os-

borne, Publicity Committee Chair;  

Patricia Cherry, Membership Com-

mittee Chair; Trudy Craig, past  

Vice President; Nan Fuller, Com-

munications Committee Chair;  

Jane Braga, Voter Services Com-

mittee Chair 



LWV of California Convention, June 11-13, 2021  

by Brenda McHenry (Acting as delegate for Western Nevada County League) 

 

A League of Women Voters state convention is “normally” a hectic, almost frenetic three-day affair. 
There are pop-up caucuses, workshops for process, program, advocacy. There are lines at micro-
phones (Pro and Con), impassioned speeches in support or opposition of non-recommended pro-
grams. It involves frequent consultation with the Parliamentarian. It’s exhausting and exhilarating. 

This year had some of that, but since it was online, it was very efficient, as many Zoom meetings are, 
and there was little of the give and take that has characterized past conventions. Nevertheless, there 
were moments. There were no non-recommended items to be debated; no major changes to the by-
laws; no questions about the budget.  The longest discussion was about a vote on the bylaws that 
was called to be unanimous, but there was one “no” vote.  This nearly stumped the Parliamentarian 
and resulted in another vote which came out at 100%. A sigh of relief was probably heard in many 
homes. President Carol Moon Goldberg did an exemplary job of keeping it all on track and on time, 
as well as recognizing speakers. Our friend and staff member Sharon Stone managed the technology 
part and kept information flowing. 

We heard first from the new Secretary of State for California, Shirley Weber. She is a longtime sup-
porter of LWV and counts on us for getting information out to voters. She is anticipating working 
with the League on redistricting in California. 

Bylaws were passed with additions that brought our bylaws in accord with changes made by LWVUS. 
They involved adding language to include Diversity, Equity and Inclusion to our bylaws, and another 
to eliminate the Per Member Payment (PMP) for student members. 

The Program for 2021-2023 was adopted as recommended. All existing Program positions were kept. 
Issues for Emphasis are Making Democracy Work in California; Climate Change/Sustainability with an 
emphasis on Water; Housing and Homelessness (this will be a big help for LWVML); and Criminal Jus-
tice Reform. 

A new Board of Directors was elected. Carol Moon Goldberg will remain as President, and several 
other board members will be staying. New members include some younger women, and women of 
diverse background. (No men, though.)  I was especially happy to see a young woman I knew in San 
Jose joining the board. Shelley Saini was just entering law school then and is a Deputy Public Defend-
er now. 

The President of LWVUS addressed the convention. Dr. Deborah Turner has both medical and law 
degrees. She has been a member of the national board for some years. She talked about the chal-
lenges facing the League particularly around voting rights. 

The next convention will be in May 2023 in San Francisco in person, although it is likely to have some 
electronic components as well. And it will be exhausting and exhilarating. AND…we will have our 
own delegates! 

 

 



August Committee Meetings 
League members are welcome to all Committee 

meetings, please come check us out! 
 

Monday July 19th, 3pm to 5pm 

Voter Services — Jane Braga Chair 

Senior Center in Sonora  

 

Tuesday July 20th, 1pm (note the day change, typi-

cally the 4th Wednesday) 

Observer Corps —Jane Braga Chair 

Senior Center in Sonora 

 

Thursday July 22nd, 1pm  

Homelessness Study Committee — Trudy Craig 
and Deborah Rei Co-Chairs 

Woods Creek Rotary Park in Sonora 

      

The next General Meeting is on Saturday August 7th 10am to noon at the  

Senior Center,  540 Greenley Road in Sonora.   

We can’t wait to see everyone in person!!! 

County/City Meetings 
Sonora City Council 
First and Third Mondays of each month, 5pm to 6:30pm 
94 N. Washington Street, Sonora 

 
Tuolumne County Board of Supervisors 
First and Third Tuesdays of each month, 9am to 5pm 
2 South Green Street, 4th Floor, Sonora  

Thursday August 12th, 2pm to 4pm 

Membership — Patti Cherry Chair 
Patti’s Art Studio at her home in Sonora 
 

Monday August 16th, 3pm to 5pm 

Voter Services — Jane Braga Chair 

Senior Center in Sonora  

 

Friday August 20th, 3pm 

Communication Committee —Nan Fuller 
Chair 

Via Zoom 

 

Wednesday August 25th, 1pm 

Observer Corps —Jane Braga Chair 

Senior Center in Sonora 

Check out our website  at https://

www.lwvml.org/  for more infor-

mation on what we are doing and be 

sure to join our “Members Only” 

section, just click the button to re-

quest initial access.    

https://www.lwvml.org/
https://www.lwvml.org/

